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Official: Challenge Program
improves lives of students

hristine Oldham, super-
intendent of Ligonier
alley School District,
works with The Chall Pro-
gram Inc. to educate
improve the lives of high
school students in her district.
“The fact that someone other
than parents and teachers are
concerned with academic excel-
lence, improvement, communi-
ty service andl méﬁa;m devel-
ops a greater lev edication
fnP:nur students.” Oldham said.
TCP provides 3250 cash
incentives for high school stu-
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dents in the sophomore, junior.
and senior classes who excel in
thase four main areas.

For the past four vears, TCP
has partnered with Ligonier
Vallev High Scheal in encour-
agi ents to strive for

grades. increase atten-
ce and give back to their
community. These (uur areas
prepare students to obtain tap-
notch careers after completing
their educational requirements.

“The Challenge Program Inc.

is interested in creating cxeel-

. lent studying habits and lcad-

ership skills in Ligonier Valley
students. These habits meti-
vate our students to do well in
all four of TCF's avward cate-
gories,” Oldham said.

©On the topic of global com-
petition, Oldham thinks The
Challenge Program has provid-
ed studenis 1~1~'.|"rtl:: ia mmprehel;m~
Sive 3 ch to learning an
has s!fu]-‘::arhm the impor-
tance of anending work on a
daily basis, giving their best
and working in sheir commu-
nities. These factors will have a
lasting imypuct on thelr future
no matter what carcer puths
they select.

“As [ researched Ligonier
Vallev School District and
talked with its members, [ got
an understanding of what its
needs are and what I can bring
to the district,” said Oldham,
who was appointed superinten-
dent in 2008.

*I have witnessed our stu-
dents work harder to raise their
GPAs and attend all their class-
es because TCP has inspired
Ligonier Valley students to con-
tinue building their success.”

The students at Ligonier Val-
lev High School have imple-
mented the goals of The Chal-
lenge Program Inec. by achiev-
ing major secomplishments n
their academics and extracur-
nicular activities.

“Fur the second consecutive
vear, Ligonier Valley High
School has ranked No. 1 in
PSSA proficiency in both math
and reading for Westmoreland
County. The students have also
won the Heritage Conference
Academic (.ham.piﬂlli]‘lé% six
;:'.'.mrs ;i'ur.t 2002[&13; dll'
lenge Program plaved a rele in
this aecomplishment.” Oldham
e Challenge P I

The Challenge Program, Inc.
wwaurds at Ligonier Valley High
School are sponsored hy Seton
Hill University in Greensburg.

JoAnne Boyle. president o
Seton Bill University. recog-
nizes and values the partner-
ship between Ligrnier Vallew
High School and TCP.

“Tirough The Chalienge
Program, Ligonier Valley High
Schoul students are encourag
to strive for excellence, become
lifelong leamers, demonstrate
responsibility, and perform
sel m s-em'cei.;' Bovle sa.idl.l

“Students who possess these
skills advance into leadership
positions in college and bevond,
while becoming more produc-
tive in their carcers and mure
engaged in their communities.”

Oldham added, “1he youth
of teday have so many oppor-
tunities available for their
futures. Thev all have gitts and
talents that will allow them to
be successful if they choose
careers that match their inter-
ests. Working hard in a career
that vou love does not seem to
fee! ike work at all.”

She has the foilowing sdvice
for students participating in
TCP: “Allow the well-built fun-
damentals of The Challenge
Prugram Inc. to help vou
explure options, experience
new opportunities, and develop
those areas of interest that can
lead to living a life of passion
and purpase.”

The Challenyge Program s a
non-profit organisation that
eolfaborates with businesses to
mativate hgh school students
Both in and out gf the class-
room. This partnership creates
good habits in students and
prrovides business with tangible
results on their nvestinent.
For miore information about
The Challenge Progrom. fne,
Mease visit our welsite ot
WHERLCPENC




