Program
rewards
students

omas Fleming, superin-
tendent of Richlan
School District, said that

his school’s involvement with
The Challenge Program Inc.
has been beneficial to students
in numerous ways.

“Each of the Challenge Pro-
gram’s incentive categories
are important because every
student knows he or she has
the potential to win,” Fleming
said.

The Challenge Program Inc.
provides a $250 cash incentive
to students for achievement in
four areas - community service,
academic excellence, academic
improvement and attendance
- in the sophomore, junior and
senior grade levels.

Fleming said that the best
part of The Challenge Program
is that it acknowledges an
rewards students for doing
their best.

“The program recognizes stu-
dents for accomplishments,
such as performing at a high
level academieally, attending
school every day and contribut-
ing to community service pro-
jects,” Fleming said. “We have
students who volunteer with
the fire department, Boy Scouts
and a variety of religious orga-
nizations.”

For those students who may
need the extra push academical-
Iy, Fleming believes that the
monetary incentives offered by
the program are great motiva-
tional tools that encourage
improvement. The rewards help
create good habits in students,

“Many students are motivated
by the monetary prizes,” Flem-
ing said. “Our students become
aware of the program in the
seventh grade and see upper-
classmen winning. Each vear,
The Challenge Program rein-
forces their message to remind
students what they could win.”

Fleming said that another
reason The Challenge Program
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is successful in his school is
because the program is always
looking to improve by develop-
r% new ways to support high
school students in their educa-
tion.

“Recently, they ha\re explored
new npportumues to partner
with organizations affiliated
with teaching civic service and
financial literacy in schools,”
Fleming said. “The Challenge
Program is constantly seekmg
ways to enhance their mission.”

Fleming also said that the stu- .

dents and school district cherish
the support they are receiving
from The Challenge Program
and from their local community.

The Challenge Program
awards at er:h%and High
School are sponsored by First
Summit Bank.

“The Richland school district
truly appreciates First Summit
Bank’s support for sponsoring
our Challenge Program finan-
cial incentives for the students,”
Fleming said.

The Challenge Program frnc. 13
@ nonprofit organization that
partners with business to moli-
vate high school students both in
and ot of the classroom. This
partnership creates good Aabits
in students and provides busi-
ness with tangible results on
their investment. For more
information abowt The Chal-

lenige Program Inc. please visit

the Web site af wwr fopine. wg
or call 53.5- 7401,
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