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Challenge Program nudges $1M mark

t the conclusion of the
‘2008-09 school vear, The Chal-
enge Program Ine. will surpass a
cunyulative total of 51 million awarded
L deserving high schaol students.

This milestone will be reached by
awarding checks to 12 students in each
of the 111 high schools participating in
the program throughout Pennsylvania,
Delaware and West Virginia.

The Challenge Program, a nonprofit
argonization, partners with businesses
lecated within each sehool district's
immediate eammunity to help fund the
awards offered by the program.

Businesses that partner with The
Challenge Program may serve as ambas-
sadors to the program and the business-
e’ leaders are invited to speak to stu-
dents in their partnering schools twice a

year to educate the stu-
dents abwout joly oppor-
tunities and entrepre-
neurship that exist
within their communi-
ties,

“1 think surpassing
the 51 million mile-
stone is indicative of the
need for business/
education partnerships,”
said Barbara Grand-
imett, executive
director,

The Challenge Program has experi-
enced rapid expansion in its five years of
aperation, from one pilot sehool in the
2002-03 sehoal year,

"Our expansion strategy was to hend
west into Allegheny County and the
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- Pittshurgh area,”
Grandinetti sai.

“At the saime time,
we are looking to
@ copand ing Philadel-
i phia”

The Challenge Pro-
gram also weleomed 5
handful of West Vir-
ginia schoals to partici-
pate in the program in
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“The fact that we have

interest from contiguous states is a tes-
tament to the cllectiveness of the pro-
gram,” Grandinetti said, *Our expansion
is ondy restricted by securing new fund-
IN§ SOUTCES.

“Businesses invest in us because our
program is an investment in the luture”

Grandinetti added.

“There is nolhing more important to
business than cducation, beeanse
youlh are the future of our comamuni-
ties,”
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“The fact that
we have
interest from
contiguous
states 1s a
testament to
the
effectiveness
of the
program.”

BARBARA
GRANDINETTI,
EXECUTIVE
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