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Ea’uca 7S tout wards

ball, ] basketball and
i ereturned recently
coal gray suit to encowr-
1 age’students to ‘bécome Jjust hke
him—amillionaire.

- And he promised prizesof $250
each for' sophomores, juniors and

serve their commumty 2
_“When 1 sat in this chair, I
d}dn’t know I'would be a million-

told about 340 students at arecent
assembly in the school’s audito-
rium, “If one person in this room
becomes a millionaire, becomes
successful, my tnne here is wo1 th
while” 7,

. Schools across the counu y are

monetary awards to motivate stu-
dents to do their best ih the élass:
room.- Nationally, -schools in
Washington, New York City, Bal-
timore and Fulton County, Ga.,
have employed similar methods.
~ School officials and students
tout rewards as good motivational
tools, Critics decrythem as under-
mining the.value of work. The
final verdict is still out: Long-term
studies are needed to detel mineif
they really work.
“Most people evely day are
driven to do theirbest,” said Peter
1A Spevak, director of the Center
for, Applied Motivation, a Wash-
‘ington-based group that counsels
- gdults and childrén with motiva-
_tional problems. “When you do
these Immediate rewards, it un-
.dermines that basic drive that
most people have in thisculture to
do your best.”.

seniorswho do well in schooland .

| aire,” ‘the réal-estate developer

ﬁndmgangelslmeKeyto sponsor

Dale Bal nhart, 15, a Junlor at
Karns Clty High School in Butler
County, is using $250 from The
Challenge Prograin’‘to help pay
for a’schooltrip to Spain.” = 7

“It was in the back of my mind
that it'was possible (to win), but I
would try to get the best grades
anyway,” said Barnhart, who won
for having the hlghest gtade pomt
average.- :

. The Challenge Program based )

m Johnstown, serves 72,000 stu-
dentsin Delaware ‘West Virginia
and 15 counties in Western Penn-
sylvania.. Among'the participat-
ing high schools are Albert Gal-

latin- Area, Greater Latrobe,

GLeensburg Salem, Karns, Ligo-
nier Valley, Mt. Pleasant Area,

Norwin, Peabody; Plum, Quaker N
I Valley,nggold West Mlﬁhn and
. Sefon LaSalle. Thé program also
is available t0:428 students at the .
Indiana County Technology Cen-

ter in Indiana. Its partner is Za-
1nias Services Inc.-in Johnistown,

“This program is a nice bridge

between business and-industry
and our students,” said Erin

Eisenman, a guidance counse101 .

at the center

_Sinceits founding i in 20{)3 “The
Challenge Program has grown
fromone to about 120 schools arid
given away $625,250 to students
with the best grades ‘attendance
and community service, as well as
those'showing themost academic
improvement. It is-funded by
foundations, corporaté sponsors,
individuals "and state grants, It
aims to pair every school w1th a

‘busitiess partner.

- “Part of our missionis 0 mtro
duce students fo cal eer opportum-

ties in their areas,” said Barbara -

‘Grandinetti, the program’s execu-
tive director. .
1t has the suppart of Ed Conto,

assistant principal 4t Kartis City .
High. “We're a tough school,” he-

said, “We expect our kids to toe
the line. So the kids who do that,
we feel, deserve a pat on the back. 4

“Norwin School District Super-

, intendent Johnl_Boy’len said the

-point average: awald

Student incentive programs
oY, eeted to pay d1V1dens

beneﬁts ofsuch methods are ques
tioned “eve1y year and m every
generation.” . .

--Norwin High School has pamc
ipated in The ChaIlenge Program
for a year and is monitoring its re-
stlis No plans exist to expand
perks to students in lower grades,

" “In’a perfect world, all kids
would go to school every day; all -
kids would study hard; every kid -
would get involved in the commu-
nity. Thefact of the matter is that
this doesiy’ thappen,” Grandinetti:
said. “This is a business model.
We’re not paying them to do what
they’re supposed to do.anyway.
We’re paying them for excel-

“lence.”

. ApangeaLeammgInc adown-
town Pittsburgh-based private < -
provider of tutoring, gives gift
cards and company gear to-out-
standing students in disiricts that -

use its educational technology
products. Among its clients are

‘Big Beaver Falls, Cornell, East Al-

legheny, Pittsburgh and New
Brighton, and the Northside

" Urban-Pathways Charter S¢hool.

Key, president and CEOofKBK -

Enterprises in Columbus, ‘Ohio, - -
said such programs fill a gap in

families that cannot afford to re-
ward their children for doing good
work.“I beliéve in the concept of
providing incentives for students

to perform at their best;” he said.

Peabody winners such as jun-

jor Cidney Christian said Key’s
appearance this month and last’ -

year inspired them. He told the
students that his company Has - .
done $1.5 billion worth of work; in- -

cludmga $60million development .

in his native Garfield, ;
‘ “It meant a. lotb because I‘m hv- S

from Garfield, won'the b

" “Ifhe'coulddoiit, you know that
you could, soyou don’t limit: your
self te anythmg,” she seld o



