Petrilla has been invited

) the 111augu1at10n of the next

U S. president in J anuary.

- The opportunity came when
Petmlla,, a junior at Shanksville-
Stonyereek'High School,

. attended the National Youth

Leadership Forum on Medicine

- in Washington, D.C., this past
; summer: Students _who com-
forum were -
o'the capltol for
the inaugaration. =

. The f allows hlgh

- ,!_:%?’Qfa%?f

S

seres on important mecflcal
topics, as well as to meet dis-
tinguished professmnals from
the field.

The program offers 23 sum-
mer sessions in eight cities

-across the country and accepts
350400 studer

$ per session.
Still, the selection process for °

-the forum is ‘extremely compet-

itive. Students must be recom-
mended by s¢hool administra-
tors to apply for the program

- and must- demonstrate a grade
- average of B-plus or better to:

" be aceepted:’
who are inter-
ing careersin <
1 'educate thern—

- Petrilla’ excels in ma,th and
science and aspires to become

.,a pharmacxst

_BUSINESS _

rogram winner to attend
;rf'f?5|den’|aI inauguratior

" BB lthough heis not old
' “enough to vote, Nicholas .

He said the forum was the
opportumty of a lifetime.
“(The forum) really cement-.
ed my interest in pharmacy,”
Petrilla said. “It was an eye-

opener about the kind of work -~
I'll be doing and thg g_tmount of

school 1T} need.”

Petrilla plans to further his

knowledge about pharmacy by
working partntlme for Finley's
Pharmacy in Somerset.

- For now, the job consists pri--

marﬂy of maintenande and

‘,%pnsekeepmg But Pétrilla

es his interaction with the
armacists and the overall
atiosphere of the store will

beneﬁt his career preparation.

Aside from securing a JOb at
Finley's for the new school
year, Petrilla will-iaintain a
busy-academic life - participat~
ing in activities such as golf,
baseball, band, chorus and
National Honor Society. He

+ also volunteers with Angel

7 Food Ministries, a national
- nonpiofit organization that
- provides food relief to low-

income households, |
“I realize that my. future is

_ important, but 1 also’ need to
" bewell-zounded,” Petrilla said..

“That’s why I get involved W‘lth

~ different kinds of actmnes

Petrilla is the 2008 recipi-

' ent of The Challenge Pro-

* sehool, The pr ogram a

gram’s Most. Community Sef-
vxce/Sophomore Awar

T/ze C/ml,,’enge}’mg it g,
2 & nonprofit organization
headguartered in Johnstown
that provides financial inden-
tives do students for suctesses . .
they aclieve while stitly :

students in the areas /aa /’wsz‘
grade-point average, b
dance, most community service
and most improved. The pro-
gram alse aims toprovided
bridge between. high school stu-
dents and the local business
COmimn wzz@ :




