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EDUCATION

McCort student lauded for service

. avid Holbay, a student at Bishop
McCort High Schoeol, spends one
week every summer as a junior

counselor at Camp PARC.

This camp, however, isn’t just any
average summer camp: It has a very spe-
cific audience and mission. Cainp PARC
— which stands for People Always
Responding with Compassion - aims to

provide a week of interactive social expe- - -
riences for people with mental disabilities,

David has been volunteering as a
. junior counselor at Camp PARC for six
_ years. The camp places heavy emphasis
on the formation of relationships
_ between campers and counselors, -
Each summer, David is ass1gned two .
¢ campérs ~ whotange in age from 12 to >
© 84 - and becomes their caretaker for the
© week. He says that sometimes campers
* Jack the thental capacity to perform
" everyday functions such as showering. In
these cases, it becomes the junior coun-

;THE CHALLENGE
PHOGRAM

selor’s responsibility to assist these
campers. Others, he says, merely need to
be reminded of what to do.

Each year, the camp is given a differ-

" . ent theme. All of the activities that
" campers partmpate in revolve alound

this theme.
The 2007 theme was “Charhe Brown's

_ Seasonal Celebration.” The caiip is held

during the last week of July every sum-
mer at Laurel Hill State Park, 4

David says that volunteering at Camp
PARC has helped him learn how to
interact with people who are different
from him.

“These people don’t have as much
freedom as we do in their mental
capacities,” he said. “It really makes you
realize that we should be gratefu! for
what God gave us and that we shouldn't
take life for granted.” .

To students looking to get jnvolved
with community service, David says
that Camp PARC is “a great way to . =
experience life”

He says that it has greatly impacted
his view on his personal conduct-and
attitude.

David was recognized by The Chal-
lenge Program for his involvement with
Camp PARC in 2007, when he received
the Most Community Service award at
an assembly held at Bishop McCort
High School.

Camp PARC is a nonprofit organiza-
tion located in Davidsville. It has been
reaching cut to people with mental dis-
abilities since 1960 and is currently oper-
ated by Ed and Judy Risch.

For more information about the camp
and how you can become involved, visit
the Web site, www.campparc.org, or con-
tact The Challenge Program.

Thes artécie is part of a human tnterest
series that will feature past recipients of
The Challenge Program s four award cat-
ggories: Most Improved, Best GPA, Most
Community Service and Best Attendance.
The Chatlenge Program is ¢ nonprofit
organization located in Jolmstown that
provides financial incentives to students

Jor successes they ackizve while st2ll in
high school. The Challenge Program also
aims to provide a bridge between figh-
school students and the local business
COTRINUILILY.
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