Lecture to emphasize success stories

By Sharon Narcisse

Ouwr Town Reporter

The John B.
Gunter Community
Leadership Initative
Program of the
Greater Johnstown/
Cambria County
Chamber of Com-
merce continues to
launch programs.

A new lecture
series, Torchbearers
Regional Success Sto-
rics, will highlight
regional success stories
from the leaders who
created them. The
first lecture begins at 7
p-m. on September 27
at the Holiday Inn on
Market Street.

The series is mecant
to inspire and motivate
all who attend, accord-
mng to Jane Gleason,
Vice President of Glea-
son Inc.

“We feel this pro-
gram is so important
10 our community as it
highlights all that is
good about living and
working in Johnstown.
With all of the recent
attention on ‘brain
drain,” we wanted to
haghlight success for
those who chose to
stav and work in the
arca,” Gleason stated.

The John B.
Gunter Community
Leadership Initiative
program has graduated

Submitted Photo
The first success story
will be William Polacek,
founder and president
of JWF Industries

more than 200 indi-
viduals from the
area’s most progres-
sive companies/organi-
zations over the past
eight years.

“The program is
designed to develop
leadership for the
Greater Johnstown
and Cambria County
area by honing leader-
ship skills and promot-
ing community volun-
teerism,” Gleason
said. “The program
explores leadership
roles in both the
area’s community
organizations and cor-
porations.”

Gleason, alongside
her team of Brian
Moyer, Bill Crans,
Craig Duppstadt, Gra-
ham Crowe and
Delores Columbus,
developed the lecture
series to run through
May 2008.

The first success
story for the scries
comes from William
Polacek, founder and
president of John-
stown Welding & Fab-
rication (JWF) Indus-
tries.

Gleason stated,
“Polacek was born
and raised in Daisy-
town and decided to
remain in the area and
grow JWF Industries
in the community
because of the great
work ethic and superi-
or work force.”

Polacek’s business
began with the pur-
chase of Johnny's
Welding in 1987 from
his father, who used
the business as a sup-
plemental income to
help support his nine

children. JWF has
since grown from a
two-man shop, to a
company with over
700 employees in two
statcs.

Proceeds from the
lecture series will go to
the Challenge Pro-
gram, which recog-
nizes academic excel-
lence in students from
the area.

For more informa-
tion or sponsorship
opportunities contact
Jane Gleason by email:
jegleason@gleason-
inc.com. Tickets for
the lecture are avail-
able at the Greater
Johnstown/Cambria
County Chamber of
Commerce office for
$15.00 each.




