Teens spend summer in community-building prQ]ectS
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Ron Lincoski, Ir, 16, at the West Pike Run Community

Henor Roll in Daisytown. He organized the restoration of the
memorial for his Eagle Boy Scout project. He s a member.of
Troop 1423 in California, Pa.
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If you ask West Pike Run Supervi-
sor Rick Molish or personal care home
owner Dawn: Leyda, they'd sav teenag-
ers Ron Lincoski and J.J. Cullen are
just abotit the best thing to happen to
their communities lately.

Yes, Ron and J.J. are teenagers. And
even though' they could be passing the
sUmmer vegging out in front of the teke-
vision or hanging around the'mall, the
two spend mueh of their time volunteer-
ing and helping athers,

Fortheirefforts, the voung men, both
16-year-old juniors-this year at Califor-
nia Avea High Sehool, were recently
recognized by the Challenge Program
with community service awards,

J.J. wag givern the award for putting
in more’than ‘200 hours of volunteer
time with ‘the Hoscoe Volunteer Fire

Department, where he has spent much
of the summer;, and for voluhteering at
& personal care home, where he visits
and performs for ;Jatlents

Ron undertook a 820,000 project to
revitalize a war memorial in the village
of Daisytown in West Pike Run.

The Challenge Program is a John-
stown-baszed, nonprofit | organization
that parfners loeal businesses with
schools to teach students entrepreneuar-
ship while motivating them to excel in
the classroom and in their communi-

ties, Students are rewarded with $250

for their excellence in‘community ser-
vice, school attendance, most improved
grade point average, and highest grade
point average,

Along with the California Area
School District in Washington County,
several other districts in Favette
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Cafifornia High
School junior
J. J. Cullen
recently was
honored for
his volunteer
work with the
Roscoe Fire
Department,
where-he runs
the radios, and
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disease, and 15
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County have participated in the
program.

J.J. has completed fire
support and basic training
programs, and is learning to
operate thefire company's radio
and communications system.
He spends about 11 hours a day
at the fire department.

“Ilove it so much,” he said.

- JJ’s work is all the more
remarkable because he has suf-
fered with brittle bone disease
his whole life, along with his
mother Susan and 10-year-old

brother Christopher.

He uses a wheelchair, which
he motors eight blocks every day
from his home in Elco to the fire
department.

Working at a department
probably isn't the safest envi-
ronment for J.J., who can break
bones just by breathing too
deeply.

“l can cough any day and
break a rib,” he said.

Brittle bone disease, or osteo-
genesis imperfecta, is a rare
genetic disorder that causes
bones to break easily due to low
levels of collagen, a protein that

to the school district and asked
them to dismiss my aide. I just
want to be a normal kid."

J.J. hopes to get his license,
which requires 50 course hours,
in time to drive to school in his
senior year of high school.

He'salso volunteered since he

was 6 years old at Flo’s Personal
Care Home in Elco, where he’s
considered a star by residents.

“He’s actually dressed up
like Elvis Presley and sang for -

people’s birthdays,” said Ms.
Leyda, the home’s owner. “They
love him. It's a-nice thing for
themmn, because many ufthem are
depresseﬂ 5 -

J.J. said he likes spending
time at the personal care home
because it livens up the resi-
dents.

“They don't have a lot of fam-

ily members,” he said. “Some of

them don’t even visit.”
J.J. plans to attend Point Park

University after graduation,and .

pursue a career in sp-urts man-
agement.
“I'm a-fan of, prett:.r much

all sports,” J.J. said, although"
he said he intends to focus on
football, represenﬂng_as manr_-

Stﬁelersas possible. -
Ron wanted to tidy up the

local war memorial in Daisy-
town for a Boy Scout Eagle proj-
ect, but the project blossomed -

from pulling weeds and clearing
brush to a full-blown renovation

connects body tissues, bones
and museles.

In J.J's case, he breaks an
average of six or seven bones
each year, including once break-
ing his shoulder while rolling
over in bed.

Most recently, lus motor-
ized wheel chair stalled and
stopped abruptly, which ended
up fracturing both of his hips
and knees.

It's a painful disorder, but
not one that will stop J.J. from
pursuing his interests . He has
every reason to be crippled with
fear about the outside world, and

lighting. Ron spent more than

450 hours renovating the memo-
rial, built in 1945 to honor World
War I and World War II veter-

“ans. Memorials for veterans of

the Korean and Vietnam wars
were added later. About 415 vet-
erans are honored by name ona

+ bronze plague.

- Ron raised money for the
project, and collected donated
materials from area businesses,
along with organizing volun-
teers in the co ity and

“through the Boy Scouts and Girl
‘Scouts.

After the project was com-

pleted last month, Ron held a.

rededication ceremony that
drew- - hundreds of residents,
officials, veterans and active-
duty troops.” '

Mrs, Lincoski estimates just-

about each of the town's 356
residents showed up- for the
ceremony.

“It was'the only time many
neighbors -got to get together,”
she said.:

Ruln sazdhethcmghtuf doing f;
simpler project - building a par
pavﬂmnpll;lm(}harlemi but driv-
ing by the memorial made him

realize his hometpwn ‘needed

his help more.’
. “It-was in bad: shape: It just

didn’t. catch your eye and it

wasn't very friendly,” he said.
“This seemed a lot more mean-
ingful.” N3

even everyday living, but he said
he is determined to be indepen-
dent, even planning to commute
to college after graduation.

He’s taking special driving
courses to learn automotive
hand controls, thanks to the
school district, which agreed
last year to pay part of his driv-
er’'s education classes in lieu of
a classroom aide, normally
required for disabled students.

“I thought I could be inde-
pendent,” said J.J., who named
James Joseph Cullen III, after
his father, who takes J.J. to Erie
for the driving classes. “I went



