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= ennsvheamia is the seeond oldest

state i Ue maion. bor not

because 1t was tounded  m

]

1787, Insread, Pennsvhvania has an old

popularion due o the current rend of
vorng adnls leaving the state tone higler
ciucavon and emploviment opporiuni
pes. Penasvivania has becotne a plce S
But one local infiarve s airemping
1o revense this exodos by providing mon
ey oncenives for local high schooles
et educating them about the opporiu-
nities that exist i e area, Wirlt a mis
sion 10 climinaee the “brmin drain . the

Clallezzge Program i enliphremimng and

Y,

qe Usogram studentlonders w

miorming, students while promoting
woestes Penmsyhania

"My ointerest and liest love is in
lohnstown,” says Daniel T, Perking,
lowder ol the Challenge Program In
2003, Perkins. a Johnatown native and
owner, presidest and CEO of MTS
'll“-'ll“ulnf_l;::ﬁ_ L., envisioned a way o
encourage students 1o perionn belter in
school, He Duill lasting des beoween sm
dents wind Jocal businesses, mroducing
thert o the workplace opportunitics
thar exist tn the regon by attending the
annnal Showease for Commero,

'erkins believed in the progra so

mucl he nsed lus own mestiey 1o reward

Wt prograre’s

executive diveetey, Ravbara (randinetts.

hallenge
Program

By Katrina Perkosky
Photo by Jacob Koestler

L lirst stucenrs invohsd 10 the pro

. &tidenrs o Bishop MeCont
High Schoal. =1 his is my opporiunity ko
e back to the Kids.” he savs, *The ids
are our fiest line of deltnse.”

Now the program
32,000 stucdens in 33

and will award almoa

reaches nearhy

schon! distrcts
STU0.000 chis
vear. Addimonally, there are plaas in e
schools (o il

2006-2007 school vear, “I1% been mon

works 1o add 39 maore

vmentally successlul,™ says Perkins.

The money for che incentves comes
11'< nared hllkl"h‘\\'('.-;, defense contractors
andd I()i'.?l clected Othcals, most ..(‘l:ll)‘.'

U'S Representacve lohn Murth.



Students in 10th to 12th grades com

pete within their own school W carn

S230 in lour arcas: most uproved in

thwir grade, best anendance o their
e, MOsT community service in ther
pracde and best overall semor grade
pom: average. Lhe checks have no
strings attached, the students can spemd
Le money however they please,

But mestivating studens ro achieve i
rheir academice studies and communiry
mvalvement s only halt” of what the
Challenge Program does. “The ather
inpuiln, pleee we do s mtroducing
students o businesses and mcroducing
businesses to cheir fimre employees.”
sve Rarbara Geandinern, excourme
direeror of the program This s done by
inviting  students to atrend  the
Showcase lor Commerce i June, «
vearly trade show that Loings wgether
arouncd 1400 regional bosinesses and
orpanizations ar the Cambra Connry
War Memonal Avena

“This is our pinnacle eveat,” savs
Grandinetii. “YWo bring over 100 stu
clents togethier wath wew busiziesses und
nermattonal companes, and the pomnr
i« 1o intresfuce |rthe sondentz | o b
nees.

Winle at the Showease, students learn
about the ncarby opportumitics that
exist i varied Gelds of study, ranging
frenn healthicare to echnokogy ro man-
nfacmeing,

Students are asked to complete a sur-
vey that measures thelr attitudes abour
the area’s b market betore they attend
e Showease. and then afier. Their
responses are overwhelmingly changed
atrer reahzimg rhar there are joabs aval
able  m Jahnstowns and western
Pennsvivania in their chosen ficlds or
sty

S0 was an eve-opening experictoe Lo
see the kinds of jobs rhat were avail-
able ™ save Al Terehanik, o picar
lishop MceCort I hgh Schonl who
attended  the Showaase last vear, It

showed vou don't fave 10 go lou L

oul ol the arca o ind ajob™ [



